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OUTBREAK 
DECLARED 
A GLOBAL 
HEALTH 
CRISIS 


The World Health 
Organization raises 
the alarm on deadly 
coronavirus, urges aid 
for poorer nations. 


By MELISSA HEALY 


The World Health Or- 
ganization declared Thurs- 
day that the deadly out- 
break fueled by a new co- 
ronavirus from China has 
become a global health 
emergency, citing fears that 
the microbe will soon reach 
smaller, poorer countries in- 
capable of stemming its 
spread. 

The decision will prob- 
ably make new resources 
available to health officials 
around the world who are 
battling avirus that has sick- 
ened more than 9,000 people 
on four continents and 
claimed at least 213 lives. It 
willalso establish WHO’s au- 
thority to lead the interna- 
tional response and 
strengthen the organiza- 
tion’s hand in shaping the 
domestic decisions of its 194 
member nations. 

WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said the or- 
ganization is not recom- 
mending any measures that 
would limit travel or interna- 
tional trade. Those are some 
of the most potent tools at 
his agency’s disposal, but 
they are not necessary at 
this time, he told reporters 
in Geneva. 

Health experts who have 
been tracking the virus’ 
spread said WHO’s declara- 
tion was more than justified. 

“Declaring an emergency 
gives WHO the authority to 
make recommendations 
that are very influential,” 
said Lawrence Gostin, an 
expert on public health law 
at Georgetown University. 
“It signals to the world this is 
aglobal crisis and we allneed 
to come together to address 
it.” 

But experts also ac- 

[See Coronavirus, A4] 


Sal ELECTION 2020 


Biden leads widely 
in national survey 


Support could help 
him weather losses 

in Iowa and other 
early-voting states as 
Sanders gains ground. 


By JANET HOOK 


WASHINGTON — For- 
mer Vice President Joe 
Biden holds a substantial 
national lead over his 
opponents in the Demo- 
cratic presidential cam- 
paign, buoyed by support 
among voters whose top pri- 
ority is to beat President 
Trump, according to a new 
USC Dornsife/Los Angeles 
Times poll. 

The nationwide poll 
comes just days before the 
first votes of the 2020 nomi- 
nating contest are cast in the 
Feb. 3 Iowa caucuses, and 


A look at last 
moments of 


Tracking data show 

the aircraft carrying 
Kobe Bryant and eight 
others diverged from its 
expected route before 
its sudden fatal plunge. 
CALIFORNIA, B1 


Weather 
Mostly sunny, warm. 
L.A. Basin: 79/56 B6 


| Lakers push on 
| despite grief 
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CORONAVIRUS MAY TEST U.S. RESPONSE 


Alyssa Abanes, left, and Samantha Tien wear masks after landing at LAX on a return trip from Japan. 
The new coronavirus could pose a challenge to depleted public health agencies, experts say. NATION, A6 


WARNING BACKFIRES: Migrant worker in China is arrested after he alerts his family about the virus. WORLD, A3 


‘We just want Aubrey back’ 


Indigenous women are going missing across the U.S. An aunt 
searches for her niece amid a community roiled by violence. 


By KURTIS LEE 


GROVE, Okla. — The 
woman’s oval-shaped face, 
on a crinkled 8%-by-l-inch 
flier, is easy to miss. 

Taped on a wall inside a 
gas station off Highway 59 — 
amid a collage of business 
cards forlawn care and Bible 
tutoring services — it reads: 

Name: Aubrey Dameron 

Age: 25 years old 

Height: 5°10 

Weight: 140 lbs 

Last Seen: Grove, Okla- 
homa 03/09/2019 

Since Dameron disap- 
peared from her northeast 
Oklahoma home nearly a 
year ago, her aunt, Pam 
Smith, has plastered dozens 
of placards around town. 
She has also organized 
search teams to scour fields 
and to drain a pond. And she 


many voters are agonizing 
over who would be best 
equipped to beat Trump. 

Even as polls in Iowa and 
other early-voting states, as 
well as California, show a 
much closer race in those 
places, where Sen. Bernie 
Sanders of Vermont has 
gained ground, Biden’s sup- 
port among black voters and 
people who want a candi- 
date who can beat Trump 
have kept him in the lead 
nationwide, the new poll 
finds. 

Backing from those 
groups, which significantly 
overlap, could help Biden 
weather political storms if 
he has a weak showing in 
Iowa on Monday and, a week 
later, in New Hampshire, 
where polls show the former 
vice president also faces stiff 
competition. 

“If he could win Iowa, he 
would have a pretty good 

[See Poll, A10] 
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A MISSING person poster of Aubrey Dameron 
is held by her uncle. Dameron was last seen on 
March 9 in her driveway near Grove, Okla. 


has repeatedly pleaded for 
information in Facebook 
posts. 

But so far, nothing. 

“We just want to bring her 
home,” Smith said on a re- 
cent morning outside the 
gas station. “We want an- 
swers.” 

Dameron, a member of 
the Cherokee Nation, is one 
of thousands of indigenous 
women who have gone miss- 
ing or were found murdered 
in recent years. 

Last year alone, nearly 
5,600 Native American wom- 
en were reported missing, 
according to the FBI’s Na- 
tional Crime Information 
Center. The actual number, 
activists say, is probably 
much higher, in part be- 
cause local authorities 
sometimes mistakenly list 
the victims as Latina or 

[See Missing, A14] 
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GOP 
may be 
able to 
end trial 
quickly 


Democrats appear not 
to have the 51 votes 

to call witnesses to 
testify against Trump. 


By SARAH D. WIRE, 
MOLLy O’TOOLE, 
NOAH BIERMAN 
AND ERIN B. LOGAN 


WASHINGTON — With 
the announcement from a 
key Republican that he 
won't back a call for wit- 
nesses in President Trump’s 
impeachment trial, Republi- 
cans are likely to wrap up the 
trial quickly, perhaps as 
soon as Friday evening. 

Democrats’ hopes for 
witnesses dwindled when 
one of the few Republicans 
still weighing the issue, Sen. 
Lamar Alexander of Tennes- 
see, announced he would not 
join Democrats on Friday 
when the vote on witnesses 
is expected to take place. 

Democrats have pushed 
the Senate for weeks to call 
additional witnesses such as 
former national security ad- 
visor John Bolton — who re- 
fused to appear during the 


House investigation — a 
move Senate Republican 
leaders have resisted. 


“I worked with other 
senators to make sure that 
we have the right to ask for 
more documents and wit- 
nesses, but there is no need 
for more evidence to prove 
something that has already 
been proven and that does 
not meet the U.S. Constitu- 
tion’s high bar for an im- 
peachable offense,” Alexan- 
der saidin a statement. “The 
question then is not whether 
the president did it, but 
whether the United States 
Senate or the American peo- 
ple should decide what to do 
about what he did.” 

Alexander’s statement 
that there is “no need for 
more evidence to conclude 
that the president withheld 
United States aid, at least in 

[See Impeachment, A8] 


Gensler 


A RENDERING shows a proposal for a Hollywood Boulevard with wider sidewalks and fewer traffic lanes. 


Putting the ‘walk’ back in Walk of Fame 


By LAuRA J. NELSON 
AND PRISCELLA VEGA 


Though its terrazzo side- 
walks and bronze inlaid 
stars show offthe glitz of Los 
Angeles to the world, the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame 
often feels decidedly short 
on glamour ofits own. 

That may change undera 
new makeover proposed for 
the iconic boulevard. 

Los Angeles City Coun- 
cilman Mitch O’Farrell un- 
veiled a 90-page concept 
Thursday aimed at creating 
aless gritty, more welcoming 
atmosphere for the millions 
oftourists who visit the Walk 


of Fame each year. 
The initial proposal 
draws inspiration from 


MEL MELCON Los Angeles Times 
THE PLAN unveiled by Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
aims to make the Walk of Fame more welcoming. 


world-class streets across 
the world, including the Ave- 
nue des Champs-Elysees in 
Paris. That could be 
achieved in Hollywood, too, 
the plan says, with wider 
sidewalks, more shade trees, 
more space for sidewalk din- 
ing — and far less space for 
drivers. 

“The boulevard hasn’t 
reached its full potential — 
not by a long shot,” said 
O’Farrell, whose district in- 
cludes Hollywood. “We’re 
very optimistic that we can 
see real change on this his- 
toric boulevard within a 
number of years.” 

If approved, the proposal 
would narrow Hollywood 
Boulevard to a center turn 
lane and one travel lane in 

[See Boulevard, A14] 


